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B.    Progress and Accomplishments

o Initial consolidation of services provided by BESCs, EDACs, and Mater-
ials Development Programs into 16 Multifunctional Resource Centers.

o In FY 1982, Part C funded six new research studies and continued
twenty other contracts and grants. In FY 1983, twenty research and
evaluation activities were funded. Three were continuations from FY
1982.

1.    State Educational Agency Technical Assistance Projects

Program Scope: The legislation limits State educational agencies to an
award amount that does not exceed 5 percent of the total amount awarded
under Part A of the Bilingual Education Act to the local educational
agencfes within their respective States during the preceding fiscal year.

Forty-two projects with a total expenditure of $3,820,915 were served
by this program 1n FY 1983.

Benefits Provided. State educational agencies coordinate technical assis-
tance provided by other agencies In support of programs of bilingual
education funded In their States under Title VII, ESEA. Examples of SEA
coordination activities Include--(l) coordination of assistance provided
by other agencies to elementary and secondary schools within the State
to improve the quality and adequacy of instruction and management of
programs of bilingual education assisted under Title VII; and (2) coor-
dination of the evaluation by other agencies of programs of bilingual
education assisted under Title VII to determine their effectiveness.

2.    Multifunctional Resource Centers

Program Scope; Ten nil lion dollars 1n FY 1983 were targeted for sixteen
centers. Fifteen (15) were funded to serve the entire country with the
exception of Southern California which is being served through an extended
grant for the Bilingual Education Service Center until a new contract can
be let for a Multifunctional Resource Center.

Benefits Provided; Multifunctional Resource Centers: {1} design and 1mple-
ment a nwltid1str1ct, multlagency approach to provide support services
for building the capacity of districts to improve instructional programs
and other support services designed specifically for limited-English
proficient students in sixteen service areas; (2) provide technical
assistance to Title VII basic project grantees to improve project manage-
ment, documentation, and evaluation; (3) coordinate with the National
Clearinghouse for Bilingual Education (NCBE), other support service
centers and other federally funded centers or projects, to develop and
Implement a strategy or process for exchanging Information and planning
to improve the delivery and quality of support services provided by
centers; and (4) coordinate with State educational agencies in theirrams
